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Introduction

In 1979, Brevard Childghtroduction to the Old Testament as Scriptyreesented scholars with
a new approach to the Book of Psalms, one whicresgimted a major shift in psalm studies. Its
basic proposition was that “the ordering and plaaenof the psalms is not entirely random, but
that the Book of Psalms has been shaped by the wfodditors in order to emphasize the
importance of certain theological themésBefore this point, psalm studies had concentrated
principally on how historical settings either gaise to a psalm, or provided a cultic context in
which a psalm could be heard. According to theoo@ral approach, these “historical settings”
have been transcended by a new historical cordagpdalm’s position in the canonical text.

The implications of this shift for interpreting inedual psalms are significant, as
Wenham explained, “[If] the psalms have been ardrtematically, by title, and by keywords
to form a deliberate sequence, it is imperativeead one psalm in the context of the whole

collection and in particular in relationship to iear neighbors?” The switching of context,
away from a psalm’s use in history, and towardgdsition in the text, appreciably changes how

one “hears” a particular psafmFor Childs, the canonical shape of the Psaltareseto give
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each psalm a new eschatological and messianicxtcntié would not be until 1985, with the
publication of Gerald Wilson'sThe Editing of the Hebrew Psaltethat any significant
alternative would be offerefl.

Wilson’s contributions to the study of the Psalt@ve focused on both the structural
elements of its final forfand the editorial agenda behind its shafingnlike Childs, Wilson
did not detect an agenda which looked toward a dd@vmessianic king, but one much more
didactic and sapiential. For him, “though the plad Torah is acknowledged...and David is
honored, trust in the power of human kings and $nig is ultimately given up, and hope rests
solely on Yhwh.® Thus, in its final form, Wilson understood Book#l as presenting the
reader with the failure of the Davidic house, while Books IV-V, urging the reader to trust in
Yhwh as King in a future without the house of David

Though nearly all scholars are dependent on Witsai@rk in identifying the evidence of
editorial arrangement, not all are excited abow imderstanding of the Psalter’'s editorial
agenda. For example, David Mitchell has arguedafoeschatological and messianic reading of
the Psalter, one which mirrors the eschatologiragmm of the prophet$.

Mitchell began his reading of the Psalter by notssyeral factors that, at the outset,

suggest eschatological concerns lay at the hedhteofext in its final form. First, he noted that
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many psalms in the collection are intrinsically festological (e.g. Ps. 80; 83).Second, he
observed that the prominent position of the roysdlms is hard to explain given the Psalter’s
post-exilic context, a time when the Davidic momgrdiad been eclipsed. Last, many of the
psalms have been ascribed to authors considergdhgisoin biblical times (e.g. David, Asaph,
Moses, etc.). These factors, among other exteoraterns, provided a foundation upon which
Mitchell built his eschatological prograth.

That program shows how the royal psalms, placgot@ninent positions in the Psalter,
correlate with the event-sequence in Zechariah.8 14ere, the Messiah appears to Israel (Ps.
45; Zech 9.9), establishes an initial kingdom (FZ5.Zech 9.10), is slain in a battle with enemy
nations (Pss. 83-89; Zech 9.13-16; 11.17; 12.légppears to destroy rebellious nations (Ps.
110; Zech 14.3-8), and establishes his eschat@bgingdom in Zion (Ps. 132; Zech. 14.16-
19). Within this general framework, he also nokexv the psalms of Asaph (50, 73-83) are
primarily concerned with the ingathering of Isrd&lhe psalms of the sons of Korah (42-49, 84-
85, 87-89) with redemption from Shebl,and the Songs of Ascent (120-134) with the
celebration of Sukkoth in the latter-days.

This paper was written to give Psalm 102 a heamwnfin such an eschatological
program*® Before that proposal, some groundwork will bel i view of Mitchell’s conception

of the editorial purpose which lies behind the shguof Book IV.
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The Eschatological Program in Book |V

The eschatological program of Zechariah 9-14 dessria latter-day exile (13.7-14.2)
between the affliction of the king (11.17; 12.1@dahe divine deliverance (14.3-8). Mitchell
saw a parallel with this exile in Book IV (Pss. 206), itself falling between the affliction of the
king (Pss 88-89) and the divine deliverance (*4@hroughout Book IV he found allusions to
Moses and the wilderness wanderings, and aptly sumed the progression of thought in Book
IV as moving “from sin through repentance to foemess, from despair to expectation of a new
world order, from exile to ingathering® This section will further trace that movement.

Book IV begins by considering the delay of Yhwhimplementing his plans for the
future (Pss. 90-94). In Book lll, the reader lemirthat Yhwh had become angry with Israel
because of its wickedness (Psa. 73; 80-81), anditmagjht judgment upon Zion (7%). Though
hope remained for a restored city (87), the appatteath of the King (88) put in question the
state of the Davidic house: had David been forsdkesver (89.49)? How long would Yhwh
delay (89.46-47)? Why is he still angry with 14rg85.5-7)7?

In considering Yhwh’s delay, Book IV turns backligten to Moses (Psa. 90; 104-106),
only to look again upon David with a renewed visioh Yhwh's sovereignty and a future
messianic kingdom (93-103). This movement suggéstisin order to find answers in its latter-
day exile, Israel would have to learn from its femwilderness experiences. Here, Psalms 90
and 91 evoke the language of Exodus 15, showingonlyt man’s transience under Yhwh’s

wrath (90.3-11), but also, in spite of this, howwsuld defend his righteous servants (91.1ff).
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% Ipid., 295.
19 Cole,Shape and Message8-36, 231-235; MitchellMessage101-107.



Within Book 1V’s eschatological program, Psalm 9ight be a clue that the psalmist is
not just speaking of any righteous Israelite, byparticular to the afflicted king (Psa. 86; 88-89)
who will “trample underfoot” the serpent (91.13f. &en. 3.15). Psalm 92 continues this vision
by rehearsing the praises of an anointed king winase has been exalted (92.10; 89.38, 51).
Connected with Psalms 88-91, this psalm suggefituee for the Davidic monarchy, and may
even anticipate the king’s resurrection from thedi¢86.13; 89.48)°

Within Psalms 93-100, the main declaration is thédiwh reigns” (93.1; 96.10; 97.1;
99.1)! Two eschatological themes are pervasivérst,Rhe divine kingdom praised in this
section is described in nearly the same terms e@sdéml messianic kingdom of Psalm 72, 87,
and 89. This conflation of divine and messianiogkioms suggests that both Yhwh and his
Anointed reign together over the same kingddnSecond, Israel is urged to sing a “new” song
(96.1; 98.1%% This song anticipates the fulfilment of Israepsomised rest (95.11) and the
restoration of Zion with Yhwh as King over all rats (97.8-9; 98.2; 99.2).

Psalms 101-103 represent another literary turnmigtpn Book 1V, accompanied by a
change in authorship (101, 103), much like Psalni*9@salm 101 is the pledge of a future
David to his responsibilities as king (72.1-4), yteadlso asks when Yhwh would come to him
(101.2)** This can be seen as a response to Psalm 89aiingjchat the monarchy will be

restored when Yhwh comes to the king (possibly Bupg aid). This eschatological reading is
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further enhanced by Psalm 102, whose “afflictedéadq@r anticipates a future where Yhwh's
pity on Zion results in the security of the childref Israel and the ingathering of the nati6hs.
Psalm 103 is largely a meditation on how Yhwh miag@wvn his ways to Israel after the Golden
Calf incident (Exod 34), emphasizing Yhwh's steatifave. It begins a series of psalms which
have a strong connection to the message of theateech, providing an appropriate Mosaic
conclusion to Book IV.

Like 103, Psalms 104-106 offer an example of htnge meditation on Torah results in a
clear understanding of how one should respond tahi¥hHere, Psalm 104 is a reflection on
Genesis 1-2 and Yhwh as the Creator, Psalm 105sofaithfulness throughout Israel’s history
in upholding the Abrahamic covenant, and Psalm da@tow the people of Israel, time and
again, refused to take refuge in him. Within teehatological program, in order to be gathered
back into Zion, they must cry out for Yhwh’s pit406.44-45; 90.13), remembering his mercy
(103.13), and giving thanks to his great name doy §106.47).

In sum, the psalms of Book IV fit well within theschatological program envisaged by
Mitchell. While in their own latter-day exile faling the slaying of their king and the removal
of the monarchy, the Israelites were to meditatfaymer wilderness experiences. Book IV
shows them that Yhwh continues to reign despitectireent hiatus of the monarchy (93-100),
and that the time is right for him to have pity fien and his people (102-103). They must join

with their king (101-102) in pleading for Yhwh'’s nog (104-106).

% McCann,Psalms 1081.



The Function of Psalm 102 within the Eschatological Program
Psalm 102 is a “complex psalm” with “a bewilderingultiplicity of interpretations.*® Its
unwavering ability in to elude historical critics ielated to the psalm’s division into two parts.
The first fits the mold of an individual lament @Q-12, 24-25a), while the second is composed
of an assertion of trust (13-18), a vow of prai$6-23), and concluding praise (25b-29), all
related to the future restoration of Zith.Critical scholars have explained the combinatibn
these two parts in several ways, none of which Hesalm 102 within an eschatological
context?® Yet, if Childs was right in noting how the Psal@ovides a new context for the
psalms, then how might the psalm’s new canonicatexd provide an alternative hearing? The
following section seeks after such a hearing byt fattempting to identify the *“afflicted”

suppliant, and second, by suggesting how Psalmmi@Bt be read eschatologically.

The Identity of the “Afflicted”
In this section an attempt will be made to detesrtime identity of the afflicted suppliant given
Psalm 102’'s situation in the text. Here, one maie that Psalms 101 and 103 are Davidic,
while 102 is anonymous. For many canonical critibss suggests that the voice of a royal
figure, speaking in 101 and 103, could also beldpgan 102*° The argument below will show
the likelihood of such a reading.
First, Psalm 102 shares an abundance of lexiahltlematic links with Psalm 1G8.

Their collocation suggests that 103 should be sseta response to the lamentation in Psalm
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102, as if 103 theologically explained 102 in adiof question and answer dialogtieThe
lack of lexical and thematic connections betweed Bdd 102 raise the question of their
juxtaposition. However, given their similar struet and themes, as noted above, McCann is
right to suggest that the voice of the king in 1y also be heard in the prayer of £62.

Second, the psalm shares many lexical and therhaks with the end of Book lII,
particularly Psalms 86, 88, and &9.For instance, Psalm 102’s opening invocation (1{&)

shares six lexical terms with Psalm 86, the onlyiBia psalm in Book lll. Significantly, both

are identified as “prayers’ﬂbﬂﬂ) of “afflicted” (*¥) psalmists, and ask for Yhwh to “incline”
(72) his ear and “answer7@¥) him. Psalm 88 begins similarly, with the phrédte the

piercing of the afflicted one” in its superscriptid' “Affliction” ( ") is common theme in

Psalm 88, occurring four times (88.1, 8, 10, 1G5 close connection with Psalm 86 suggests
that “the lament of 88 is an extended descriptibthe affliction in 86,” such that each should be

interpreted as coming from the same Davidic figirdsalm 102, as a “prayer of an afflicted,”

(“forget”; 102.5; 103.2)08Y (“dust”; 102.15; 103.14R2177 (“pity/mercy”; 102.14; 103.4, 13), arnd?
(“remember”; 102.13; 103.15) seem to be significadf the nine links between 101 and 102, nonesigrficant.
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102.17), way 77, 86.11; 102.24), and deentiyy; 86.8; 102.26). Personal research found 14 commuods
between 88 and 102, seven of which are importaalgy (‘I‘?Eh; 88.3, 14; 102.1, 2, 14), to hidal(d; 88.15;
102.3), day®’"; 88.2, 10, 18; 102.3, 4, 9, 12, 24, 25), to irelfnd; 88.3; 102.3, 12), to calk(1p; 88.10; 102.3),
to rememberT3T; 88.6; 102.13, 14, 18), and to recounbP; 88.12; 102.22). KimStructure 234ff., noted 35

common words between 90 and 102. These are listedater footnote.
3 Mitchell, Message258. ColeShaping and Message67.
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might also be extending this dialogue. Its lekioaks with Psalm 89 seem to affirm this
possibility.

The most important lexical link between Psalms 88 &02 is the use d13p (89.46;

102.24) to describe how Yhwh has “cut short” thays' of the speakef® Both psalms also

share a concern with “mocking enemieg™) and2™X; 89.52; 102.9), Yhwh “hiding” his face
(MND; 89.47; 102.3), the destiny of “descendant™¥ 89.5, 30, 37; 102.29), and suffering

“servants” (12¥; 89.4, 21, 40, 51; 102. 15, 29). If one takesossty the placement of these

psalms, then the lexical and thematic connecti@taden 102 and 86, 88, 89, 101, and 103 are
enough to suggest that (1) a Davidic figure speasalm 102, and (2) Psalm 102 is likely an

extension of the dialogue between Psalms 86, &888anvia the Davidic figure of Psalm 101.

An Eschatological Reading of Psalm 102

When the voice of a future Davidic figure is heardPsalm 102, other elements of the psalm
begin to take shape, developing and extending terimgy from Books Il and IV into Book V.

The State of the KingPsalm 102 opens up with an invocation of thicadid (v. 2-3), as
well as a lament over that affliction (v. 4-12).heTinvocation contains familiar expressions of
distressed prayer, which are typical of Da¥idThe suppliant’s distress is described in vv.i4-8
terms of his affliction, while in vv. 9-12 with refence to those who cause it. In the former,
several key metaphors paint the picture of one mlsoiffering both inwardly and outwardly. He
is like a lonely bird of the wilderness, withoutsteand keeping watch throughout the night

(102.7-8). In the latter, as in Psalm 101, thatdigure is waiting for Yhwh to come to him, for

% McCann,Psalms 1088. This link is all the more remarkable givkeat these are the only two
occurrences oh3p in the Psalter referencing “cutting short.”
37" See 18.7; 27.9; 31.3; 39.13; 56.10; 59.17; anti&s9More significant is 86.1ff, as noted above.



it is Yhwh who has lifted him up and thrown him kao the ground (102.1%f. The familiar
taunts of his enemies are also heard (102.9), arsés death on the horizon (102.12, 23-24). In
the final line of the lament, the suppliant repehts he “withers like grass” (102.4, 12), a phrase
linked in Psalm 90 with man’s transience in relatim the wrath of God? Within the
eschatological program, this is an appropriate ri@san of the king given the above discussion
concerning the end of Book lll, and the psalm’sg@position with Psalm 101.

The Sitting Yhwh The second half of Psalm 102 begins with a gtrmontrast between
the transience of the suppliant (102.4-12) andeteenality of Yhwh (102.13, 25-29). This is a

fit opening to the suppliant’s eschatological wisibhe theme of Yhwh's rule over the earth has

already been established in Psalms 93-100, evemtfiZ® (“to sit”) is only used once (99.1).

In 102, Yhwh is sitting in heaven (c.f. 2.4; 123.Where he looks down to hear the cries of the
prisoners (102.20; c.f. 33.14), echoing the Exodaisative (Exo. 14.24f This may imply a
new exodus for the oppressed people, who will gathZion**

The Pity of Yhwh Two of the keywords which bind Book IV togethare near
synonyms2rT (“to have pity”) and@rl (“to have mercy”). Forming an inclusiBjTl appears
twice in Book IV, the latter (106.45), “he rememéxrhis covenant and had pity,” hearing the

former cry of Moses (90.13), “Have pity on yoursents!” Together they respond to Psalm 89

that Yhwh’s anger will not last forever; he will ®@ay have pity on Israel. In Psalm 102, the

3 Some find in this language an image of God taksngel from the land and casting them into exile.

39 HJ Kim, Structure 311ff., found 23 lexical links connecting Psal@@sand 102, of which eight were
significant. Not included those listed above, ghalso include: prayer'rban; 90.1; 102.1, 2, 18), to withet/p;
90.6; 102.5, 12), to consum‘B"J{D; 90.7, 9; 102.4), daymi™; 90.4, 9, 12, 14, 15; 102.3, 4, 9, 12, 24, 253 B,
90.4; 102.25, 29), and the phrase, “the work ofry@ands” (90.17; 102.26). See also WilsBditing, 218.

“0 Elsewhere in the Psalter he is enthroned in Z88n2, “Yhwh is great in Zion”; 9.5, 8, 12; 68.17;
132.13-14), which may suggest in the present cotitat Yhwh's rebuilding of the Zion is so that ¢ten come to
David (101.2) in order to sit with him over an estdtogical kingdom (132).

“1 Mitchell, Message274-276, does not suggest this, his commenth@h\ilderness exile are helpful.
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“pity” (QM7) of Yhwh (102.14) causes him to arise on behaltha city of Zion, possibly

indicating that the way Yhwh has pity on those viar him is by arising and having pity on
Zion (103.13).

The Appointed TimeOne of the more important lexical links Psalm 1@3 with Book

lll is the “appointed time” TYM; 74.4, 8; 75.3; 102.14; 104.19Delitzsch commented that

when used in prophetic texts, this word is a “stagdxpression for the appointed time of the
final judgment.*? Both he and Alexander noted that its use in P4dlthis parallel to the use in
Psalm 75.3% In Psalm 75 it is used to “declare that God wiht the pillars of justice in the
earth,” rectifying “the humiliating situation of 74and “upside-down moral world of Psalm
73."** This indicates that there will be an appointedetivhen Yhwh himself would reside as
judge over all of his enemies. Its use by the reyapliant in 102 is his reply back to Yhwh that
the time for that judgment had corfre.

The Restoration of Ziorin the Psalter, there is no doubt that Zion & ¢hpital city of
Yhwh'’s eschatological rule (132.13-14). Whethderenced as the hill (2.6; 15.1; 24.3; etc.) or
the city (48.2; 87.3) of God, it is clear from Rral1l-2 and the Songs of Ascent (120-134) that
the goal of the Psalter is to establish the Andirs®n upon Zion (2.7; 132) and gather the

righteous there for worship (102.22-23; 120-1343%. part of the eschatological program in Book

IV, the use off3p (“to gather”) in 102.23 connects the psalm to itigathering envisioned in

106.47 and celebrated in 107.3. Such a gathermantrthe reversal of fortunes for those who

*2 Delitzsch,Psalms 504. See also Habakkuk 2.3.

3 Delitzsch Psalms 643; AlexanderThe Psalms411.

4 Cole,Shape and Messagé3.

*5 Some may object that this lexical link is too famoved from Psalm 102 to be legitimate. Whils it
true that the farther removed from each other gipaeent links are, the less likely they are toigaicant, other
factors must also be considered, such as the @rttye term in question or its occurrence in durcadly-prominent

points in the text. Here, the only occurrenceS¥T are in Books IlI-1V, both of which reference thense event.
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pitied Zion (102.15). Like the lament of their §ii(102.2-12), their prayers would be regarded
as Yhwh builds up Zion and appears in his glory2(1@). Thus, even though the suppliant’s
days were being cut short (102.25), he has grep¢ fiar future descendants based on God’s

eternality and great faithfulness (102.26-29).

Conclusion
Earlier critical approaches to the Psalter may hmasle important insights concerning an
individual psalm’s use prior to its placement ie tanonical text. However, they largely failed
to consider how its juxtaposition with other psalargl its placement within the larger book
might affect its meanind® By recognizing an eschatological agenda in Bogk(as it is
construed by Mitchell), this paper has been ablesuggest that Psalm102 functions as a
meditative response of the afflicted Davidic kimgthe question of his own rejection in Psalm
89. He envisions a future which begins with ancapged time of judgment for the enemies of
Yhwh and ends with a new exodus: the ingatherinigraiel and the nations to a rebuilt Zion. As
such, Psalm 102 (alongside Psalm 101) representmyportant turning point in the Hebrew
Psalter. It prepares the reader not only as afptehe people of Israel to return to their grasio
and merciful God (Pss 103-106), but also for theirkiingathering of all nations in order to

worship Yhwh in Zion (Ps 120-134).

48 Childs, Introduction 508-511.
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APPENDIX A:
THE ESCHATOLOGICAL PROGRAM IN THE HEBREW PSALTER

The following chart outlines the general framewarkd progression of thought in the Psalter
hypothesized by Mitchefl’

Zechariah
Book Text Psalm Notes
1-2 An introduction to the Psalter as a whole, layiogvd an overarching
framework where Yhwh'’s anointed will conquer alpogition and
rule the world from Zion.Nlessage245)

I 3-41 Mitchell has yet to note anything beyond mere ccmjee. Here, he
views these Davidic psalms as somehow foundatifonahe book,
possibly related to the trials and triumphs offhibese of David as
they relate to its eschatological stwessage301)

42-43 | Israel is in exile; taunted, crying to God, and@péating deliverance
44 A rehearsal of the exodus account
9.9 45 A bridegroom comes to Israel, mounted, afflictatj @ghteous

46-49 | Celebrate God’s cause (46), kingdom (47), and(d#y, looking to
Israel’s ingathering from exile (49)

50 Asaph calls for Israel’s ingathering

51 Repentance for the former house of David and primyelerusalem
52-70 | The king's hardship in establishing his kingdom
9.10 72 An initial, temporary kingdom established by a Riwison,
anticipating the final kingdom (132)

73-82 | In Jerusalem, yet signs of exile (more detailslgssagel06-107)

9.13-16 83 Eschatological war with a ten-nation alliance
84 A prayer for assistance in establishing kingdonilt lemple
I 85 Thanks for ingathering, prayer for God to turn awager
86 The plight of the king, he is helpless in battidated to Ps 83
87 Anticipates Zion'’s future glory; all nations con$gsy her joyful

11.17 88 Death cry of the suffering messiah
12.10 89 King is stricken, pierced, mourned, extinguished,aff, and rejected

v 13.7-14.2| 90-106| Israel is in the wildernessadétter-day exile,

107 Celebrates the latter-day ingathering of Israel
108 Perhaps the messiah’s petition and sword song
109 Perhaps a pre-battle curse on his enemies
14.3-8 110 The Advent and conquest of the heavenly David
\% 111-118 | Hallel grouping which may contain paeans of préisthe conqueror
119 A prayer of a repentant Israelite, preparing farjburney to Zion
14.9-| 120-121 | All nations pilgrimage to Zion

16 | 122-134 | A latter-day celebration of Sukkoth under the fi¢ghe messiah
(132); the vision of Pss. 1-2 has been broughttabou

" See footnote 10 above for complete bibliographicrimation.



