The Movement and Message of
the Hebrew Psalter
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The Puzzling Psalter
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Concluding Last Week
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Last week we spent a lot of time
L. building up the edges of our puzzle

We concluded that:

Psalms 1-2 form the introduction to our book
These are both about the last days and the two ways
A crucial theological point: 2 Samuel 7.14 and Psalm 2.7

Psalms 146-150 form the conclusion
These reiterate the situation in Psalms 1-2, not ignoring the cries
of the Psalmist, but also commanding his/their praise
Example: Psalm 145:18-21

What is the significance?

O

» The chief lamenter in the Psalter is King-Prophet
David, who was the one who received the promises in
the first place

» Many of the laments are concerned with the
apparent non-fulfillment of judgment against the
wicked (1.6, 2.10-12)

» The psalms to come will take us on a journey to show
us how to have great trust in the promises of God
despite the world around us, and give us an avenue
to complain to and praise God
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The Journey of the Psalter
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On the Journey for Yourself
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Observations in Books 1-2
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» One of the key words: “refuge” or “trust” (2.12)
Used to begin psalms

7.1, “Yhwh my God, in you do | take refuge; save me from all my
pursuers and deliver me.”

16.1, “Protect me, O God, for in you | take refuge.”
See also: 11.1; 31.1; 46.1; 57.1; 71.1

Used within a psalm
5.11, “Let all who take refuge in you rejoice!”

17.7, “Display the wonders of your steadfast love, Savior of those who
seek refuge from their adversaries at your right hand”

See also: 14.6; 18.2, 30; 25.20; 31.19; 34.8-22; 36.7; 37.40; 61.3-4;
62.7-8; 64.10; 71.7
» The usage of ‘refuge’ suggests it as a key lesson for Books
I-11 — it speaks both about Yahweh and his people

Observations in Books 1-2
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» “Blessing” — From ‘srin 1.1 and 2.12 and brk in 3.8

The same ‘sr found near end of Book 1 (32.1; 33.12; 34.8; 40.4; 41.1)
and only once in Book 2 (65.4)

The other word for blessing (brk) is found much more often

Book I (3.8; 5.12; 10.3; 16.7; 18.46; 21.3; 24.5; 26.12; 28.6; 29.11;
31.21; 34.1; 37.22, 26; 41.13)

Book 2 (45.2; 49.18; 62.4; 63.4; 65.10; 66.8; 67.1; 68.19)
Importantly, Psalm 72 (15, 17, 18, 19)

» “Steadfast Love” (17.7; 18.50) from Hebrew hsd (7017)

Its uses in Book 1 (5.7; 6.4; 13.5; 21.7; 23.6; 25.6; 26.3; 31.7; 32.10;
33.5; 36.5; 40.10)

Its uses in Book 2 (42.8; 44.26; 48.9; 51.1; 52.1; 57.3; 59.10, 16, 17;
61.7; 62.12; 63.3; 66.20; 69.13, 16)
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Following the King in Books 1-2
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